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Week Ending October 25, 2008 
 
Pink Bollworm Activities  
 
Southern California: 
 
The native pink bollworm (PBW) count from Imperial County traps was 359, up 489% compared to 
the 61 captured last week and 79% fewer than the 1,732 trapped during the same week in 2007.  
The 719 natives caught in “highway line” traps this week is an incredible increase from the 1 caught 
last week and a 766% increase from the 83 trapped during the same week in 2007.  Riverside 
County native moths caught this week totaled 293, a 47% increase from last weeks 199, and a 95% 
decrease from the 5,530 caught last year during the same week.  The 451 native moths trapped 
along the All American Canal and Interstate I-8 at the southern end of Imperial County represents an 
840% increase compared to 48 trapped during the same week in 2007.  Population peaks in 2008 
appear to be a week behind 2007 (see graph below). 
 

Weekly Native Trap Catches - Imperial County Highway Lines 
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San Joaquin Valley: 
 
The Shafter Identification Lab examined 186 traps containing 2,141 sterile moths from traps in Kern, 
Kings, Tulare, Fresno, and Merced Counties.  Twenty-three natives were trapped this week.  All of 
the natives were from the infested field in Merced County.  Two more native moths emerged from the 
incubation boxes collected from the Merced County field. 
 
Because of the unusually warm spring this year General Detection pheromone baited trap servicing 
was extended to October 25, 2008.  At the end of the week all seasonal trappers were furloughed 
until next year.  The traps were left in the “field” adjacent to standing and/or shredded cotton fields.  
Permanent-Intermittent Lead employees will remove the traps from the field during the next several 
weeks.  All traps should be completely removed from the field by the third or fourth week in 
November. 
 
Sacramento Valley: 
 
All traps were removed from Northern California cotton fields last week.  No native PBW moths were 
detected. 
 
 
 


	PINK BOLLWORM  PROGRAM – WEEKLY  REPORT

